Rooted
In Trust

Hello

Humanitarian Rumor Bulletin
#4 | MAY 2022

3

Isadora Starling (istarling@internews.org), Project
Manager, ou Samilly Valadares (svaladaressoares@internews.org),
Community Engagement and Accountability Officer.

Internews

%’ FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

i a I E B W Instituto de Pesquisa
INSTITUTO INTERNACIONAL . . e Formagdo Indfgena
DE EDUCACAO DO BRASIL ilepe

ROOTED
IN TRUST

The Rooted in Trust 2.0 (RIT) project, facilitated by
Internews, seeks to strengthen information ecosystems
and carry out activities to approach, listen and engage
communities in the fields of information, rumor analysis,
COVID-19 and vaccination. We work with indigenous and
quilombola communities in the states of Amap4a, Parad and
Roraima in a process of responding to the ‘infodemic’, with
the objective of enhancing existing communication
networks to make them safer and healthier.

ABOUT THIS
BULLETIN

This bulletin aims to provide humanitarian and health
partners with data on rumors that were identified among
indigenous communities in the states of Roraima, Amapéa
and Pard and quilombola communities in the states of
Amapa and Par3 in the last month. Its objective is to guide
and inform about the communication of risk and
community engagement efforts in responding to the health
crisis. We will present two rumors mapped in Telegram
groups in the state of Pard. The content of the rumors and
an analysis of their impact on the region follows.
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COVID-19 CONTEXT
IN BRAZIL

30.880.512 CASES 666.180 DA [ HS

33.910 +143

Since the last registration on 25/05/2022

317,0

According to the in the last

and
indicates a stability trend. The moving average of known cases
is also stable.
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: ©91.218.006 DOSE REFORCO

SOURCES:

Ministério da Saude (26 e 27/05/22) | APIB (27/05/22) | Conaq(12/01/22) | Consércio de veiculos de imprensa (25/05/22)

INDIGENOUS

*71.593 CASES *1.310 DEATHS

APIB (Articulagdo dos Povos Indigenas do
Brasil) data consider both indigenous people
who are located in traditional territories and
those in an urban context.

According to the 2010 census of the Brazilian
Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE),
Brazil has 896,917 indigenous people. Of these,
8% have already contracted COVID-19.
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QUILOMBOLAS
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https://especiais.g1.globo.com/bemestar/coronavirus/estados-brasil-mortes-casos-media-movel/
https://www.gov.br/saude/pt-br
https://jornal.usp.br/universidade/situacao-da-pandemia-melhora-mas-uso-de-mascaras-segue-obrigatorio-na-usp/#:~:text=A%20Comiss%C3%A3o%20Assessora%20de%20Sa%C3%BAde%20da%20USP%20debateu,sempre%20que%20houver%20uma%20maior%20concentra%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20de%20pessoas.
https://conaq.org.br/
https://emergenciaindigena.apiboficial.org/dados_covid19/
https://emergenciaindigena.apiboficial.org/dados_covid19/

It's way past time for us to get
together to punch these
scumbag professors in the

(about teacher who would have
attacked a student who was
without a mask.

(THE RUMOR WAS IDENTIFIED IN PARA'S
TELEGRAM GROUPS)

WHAT IS BEHIND
THE RUMOR?

The rumor presented brings a discourse of incitement of
violence in the face of the headline shared by a tv news, in
which a professor from the University of Sdo Paulo (USP) would
have forced a student to wear a mask in the classroom,
according to the rules for the prevention of COVID-19
stipulated by the institution.

Groups adverse to measures related to the containment of the
pandemic, reflected the fact. In some cases, as veritied in the
Telegram do Para group, with incentives for hostile acts against
teachers and professionals from the education field. Identified
as antagonists of President Jair Bolsonaro and the way he faced
the pandemic in the country, university professors, researchers,
scientists and human rights defenders are often identified by
these groups as enemies to be fought.

The resumption of face-to-face classes in basic education and
higher education institutions brings great challenges for
managers, teachers and students. There is a process of
adaptation to the new teaching conditions and relationships
established in the context of COVID-19, especially at this time
of easing of sanitary measures, in which the eagerness for the
resumption of activities clashes with the fact that the pandemic

Is not yet over.

The stated
biosafety protocols for the return of face-to-face
activities  with  individual and collective
guidelines for the operation of activities in
institutions. The Article 207 of the Federal
Constitution guarantees autonomy to federal
education institutions to deliberate on when and
how the resumption of face-to-face classes

should occur.

The University of Sdo Paulo (USP) determined
the in its
facilities, without adhering to the municipal and
state decree on the flexibility of use in open and

closed environments.

are considered protective instruments

to reduce the risks of contagion of COVID-19
and the institution, through its

has the autonomy to determine the

appropriate measures of care and prevention in

the context of the pandemic.
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https://jornal.usp.br/universidade/situacao-da-pandemia-melhora-mas-uso-de-mascaras-segue-obrigatorio-na-usp/#:~:text=A%20Comiss%C3%A3o%20Assessora%20de%20Sa%C3%BAde%20da%20USP%20debateu,sempre%20que%20houver%20uma%20maior%20concentra%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20de%20pessoas.
https://jornal.usp.br/universidade/situacao-da-pandemia-melhora-mas-uso-de-mascaras-segue-obrigatorio-na-usp/#:~:text=A%20Comiss%C3%A3o%20Assessora%20de%20Sa%C3%BAde%20da%20USP%20debateu,sempre%20que%20houver%20uma%20maior%20concentra%C3%A7%C3%A3o%20de%20pessoas.
https://coronavirus.saude.mg.gov.br/blog/101-mascaras-e-covid-19
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/educacao/2022/03/usp-unesp-e-unicamp-mantem-mascaras-mesmo-em-lugar-aberto.shtml
https://www.gov.br/mec/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/retorno-as-aulas-presenciais-em-instituicoes-federais-de-educacao-superior

MOBILIZATION & POSSIBLE ACTIONS®

In addition to analyzing rumors, Internews considers it relevant to reflect on possible actions \

WHY IS THIS
IMPORTANT?

in response to the “infodemic”. Here we suggest some possible responses, such as:

The rumor brings a criticism to the
requirement to wear masks in the
classroom, disregarding that, even with the
flexibility of some security measures, it is
still necessary to prevent COVID -19. In
addition, the discourse of inciting violence
against teachers can become a risk to the
physical integrity of these professionals in
their work environment. It is important to
consider that conflicts are not limited to
the academic environment.

Since the beginning of the pandemic in
March 2020, political polarization in Brazil
has been pointed out as an aggravating
factor for the impacts of COVID-19 on

£c

face-to-face dynamics as well

We, students, were very affected by the pandemic, we returned to the classroom very anxious, with
insecurities to establish relationships, present work, interact with each other. The pandemic greatly
affected the teacher-student relationship; even in the remote period it was possible to observe
difficulties of coexistence. Discussions between students and teachers in whatsapp groups happened
often, besides the removal of teachers and the refusal of students to take some courses. People feel

more confident in the internet space, in the remote/online, and this lack of limits was brought to the

society. Uncertainties regarding the health
of the population, concern about financial
impacts and partisanship contributed to
divergences in the decision-making of
governments on COVID-19 prevention
measures, installing a climate of anxieties
and stresses for human relations.
The  binarity established between
individual or collective interests, right or
wrong, reduces the space for dialogue and
collaborates to tensions in living
environments. The educational institutions
that should be a safe place, care and
learning end up becoming also a place of

reproduction of violence.
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A quilombola student, graduating in Social Sciences at the Federal University of Para (UFPA), brings

us a report on the impacts of the pandemic on the relationships established in the academic sphere.

o)

Students organize themselves collectively to create strategies for permanence in
universities. It's important to dialogue with indigenous and quilombola
organizations in these spaces to understand the demands, anxieties and challenges
experienced with the resumption of classes in the context of the pandemic.

It's important to create spaces for debates and mutual listening with
communities and students about fears, insecurities and divergent thoughts in the
context of the pandemic, seeking to update information and resolve doubts
about strategies for dialogue and prevention of COVID-19 even with the
relaxation of sanitary measures.

Social networks are strategic channels to strengthen dialogue on the pandemic,
vaccination and prevention measures, especially with indigenous and quilombola
students who transit between urban centers and communities.

Universities provide psychosocial care channels, student assistance and
information about COVID-19. Some indications:

UFPA: Superintendence of Student Assistance (SAEST) that provides
psychological on call video and pedagogical guidance for students with
difficulties in studies.

UFRR: Free Psychological Care Service for the Community (SAP)

UNIFAP: Specific page with information about COVID-19, services and
care in the pandemic.



http://www.unifap.br/coronavirus/
http://www.unifap.br/coronavirus/
https://ufrr.br/ultimas-noticias/8264-servico-de-atendimento-psicologico-oferece-aconselhamento-psicologico-2
https://ufrr.br/ultimas-noticias/8264-servico-de-atendimento-psicologico-oferece-aconselhamento-psicologico-2
https://sigaest.ufpa.br/sigaest/programas.php
https://sigaest.ufpa.br/sigaest/programas.php

WHAT IS BE H I N D Sexual Diversity Commission of OAB-Para and member of the
TH E RU MORI, National Commission of Sexual Diversity and Gender of OAB,
o

which demarcates how much the Brazilian social structure

collaborates to prejudices and stigmas in relation to people who

The rumor brings an association that has appeared before in the flee from the socially established standard.

public discourse, that the vaccine can change something

fundamental about a person, such as the comment by “
government representatives that people “would become This rumor is very significant because, usually in our '
alligators” when vaccinating themselves. In this case, however, society, we send a message with content overlays. So, with
the commentary assumes a homophobic character because this rumor you see a conspiracy theory, a lack of
“effeminate” is usually a pejorative way of referring to people, knowledge, LGBTphobia, a social representation about
especially men and transvestites, LGBTQIA+, who do not people. But mainly an attempt to justify and dehumanize
necessarily conform to gender stereotypes. all those who flee from a socially and historically
. . From then on, the rumor becomes more serious, as the constructed standard and which unfortunately is still
Look, | believe that vaccines have . : : : : : : .
done this for a long time, man LGBTQIA+ population is very vulnerable in Brazil; which appears hegemonic and guides an entire culture, an entire system
: : y as one of the most violent countries for this population, and that is not only LGBT-phobic, but is racist, misogynistic,
young women outside the nornal. . : :
o “ : especially for trans people. sexist and xenophobic.
For sure it's that crap!! (vaccines : 9
In this sense, we brought the testimony of the President of the ”

make people effeminate). "shoo"
satan = "shoo" vassins

and guarantee protection against the SARS-CoV-2 virus.

in most cases, manifest themselves mildly or
moderately and disappear within a few days. Such as: fever, pain at the

application site, muscle pain, headache, fatigue and chills.

COVID-19 VACCINES: They have no causal relation or any influence on people's subjective and identity
constructions, which means, vaccines are against COVID-19 and have no effect on

individuals' gender identities, sexual orientation or gender expression. 05


https://www.who.int/pt/news-room/feature-stories/detail/side-effects-of-covid-19-vaccines?msclkid=f50b405ad15511ec953d6fa15f7ac72d
https://www.who.int/pt/news-room/feature-stories/detail/side-effects-of-covid-19-vaccines?msclkid=f50b405ad15511ec953d6fa15f7ac72d

The rumor presents vaccination as a cause for the
effeminate characteristic, bringing a pathologizing and
stigmatized discourse on the different constructions and
expressions of identities. The effeminate subjects are out
of the binary and heteronormative logic that runs the
brazilian society, where men cannot be sensitive, delicate
and express characteristics considered feminine. In the
prevailing patriarchal logic, the feminine is related to a
place of inferiority and subalternization; terms linked to the
idea of “feminine universe” are constantly transformed into
expressions of offense.

The narrative of the rumor uses gender stereotypes and
social stigmas to strengthen the anti-vaccine discourse and
highlights the need to address the theme of gender and the
numerous violence experienced by people who do not fit
the social standard, especially in the context of the
pandemic. It is important to point out that prejudice
against people with dissenting identities, with gender
beyond the
apheminophobia - is a social marker that influences the

roles that go imposed pattern -
processes of health construction and guarantee of rights
and brings individual and collective impacts.

The most recent Brazilian Public Safety Yearbook, a

report released in 2021, showed that violence against

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?

first year of the pandemic. Data from Disque 100, which
collects reports of human rights violations, showed that the
place where this violence against LGBTQIA+ people
happened most often is precisely at home.

With the pandemic, social isolation and recommendations
for people to stay at home, many LGBTQIA+ people have
lost spaces for socialization and welcoming - a Fiocruz
survey pointed out that 55% of this population had
worsened their mental health.

Brazil is considered the country that kills the most
LGBTQIA+ people. Even with the criminalization of
LGBTphobia, the rates of violence continue to grow.

There was a 24.7% increase in homicides against
LGBTQIA+ people and a 20% increase in the number of
occurrences of violence in 2020.

The average was 4 LGBTphobia crimes per day with
evidence of underestimation of cases.

The North and Northeast regions concentrate more
alarming rates of LGBT phobia in the country.

The states of Pard, Amapa and Roraima showed growth in
the records of bodily injuries due to LGBTophobia in 2020.
The State of Roraima presented a growth of 200%
compared to 2019.

Danilo Tupinikim, a member of the Tibira Collective (an

Articulation of Indigenous Peoples of Brazil (APIB),
emphasizes the importance of considering the plurality of
peoples in the face of the debate on gender and sexuality
and points out the erasure of LGBTQIA+ indigenous
identities.

Y- -

This double erasure, this double violence is a reproduction of what is
the thought of Brazil itself, you know!? Which is exclusionary, it's
racist, it's LGBT-phobic. When we listen to these comments we see
how unprepared society is to deal with this diversity that we live,
that we are, but that people try not to accept in any way. Mainly
because of the idea that Brazil is a unique, universal society and that
it wants to deny its diversity and that it is impossible to deny in the
face of all this diversity and our resistance and existence as an
indigenous.

) -}

Brazil had 300 violent deaths of

of LGBTQIA+ people in 2021

ﬂ 276 HOMICIDES
1 death

every
29 hours

@ 24 SUICIDES

LGBTQIA+ people and against women increased during the  organization formed by LGBT+ indigenous people) and the

SOURCES:
EXTRA: Brasil teve 300 mortes violentas de pessoas LGBTQIA+ em 2021, aponta relatério


https://editorarealize.com.br/editora/anais/desfazendo-genero/2018/TRABALHO_EV129_MD1_SA21_ID199_06102019195642.pdf?msclkid=bb0a064ad16f11ec9ee881e1658ffb4f
https://editorarealize.com.br/editora/anais/desfazendo-genero/2018/TRABALHO_EV129_MD1_SA21_ID199_06102019195642.pdf?msclkid=bb0a064ad16f11ec9ee881e1658ffb4f
https://www.gov.br/mdh/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2020-2/junho/Relatorio_Disque_100_final.pdf
https://www.poder360.com.br/brasil/homicidios-contra-publico-lgbti-no-brasil-tem-alta-de-247-mostra-relatorio/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/saude/55-da-populacao-lgbtqia-teve-piora-na-saude-mental-na-pandemia-diz-estudo/
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/saude/55-da-populacao-lgbtqia-teve-piora-na-saude-mental-na-pandemia-diz-estudo/
https://www.uol.com.br/universa/noticias/redacao/2021/07/15/lgbtfobia-cresce-20-no-brasil-numero-ainda-e-subnotificado-diz-advogada.htm?msclkid=2b0151aed15211ecb3d941501bdafefd
https://www.uol.com.br/universa/noticias/redacao/2021/07/15/lgbtfobia-cresce-20-no-brasil-numero-ainda-e-subnotificado-diz-advogada.htm?msclkid=2b0151aed15211ecb3d941501bdafefd
https://www.uol.com.br/universa/noticias/redacao/2021/07/15/lgbtfobia-cresce-20-no-brasil-numero-ainda-e-subnotificado-diz-advogada.htm?msclkid=2b0151aed15211ecb3d941501bdafefd
https://www.uol.com.br/universa/noticias/redacao/2021/07/15/lgbtfobia-cresce-20-no-brasil-numero-ainda-e-subnotificado-diz-advogada.htm?msclkid=2b0151aed15211ecb3d941501bdafefd
https://extra.globo.com/noticias/brasil/brasil-teve-300-mortes-violentas-de-pessoas-lgbtqia-em-2021-aponta-relatorio-rv1-1-25411201.html
https://extra.globo.com/noticias/brasil/brasil-teve-300-mortes-violentas-de-pessoas-lgbtqia-em-2021-aponta-relatorio-rv1-1-25411201.html

MOBILIZATION & POSSIBLE ACTIONS &

In addition to analyzing rumors, Internews considers it relevant to reflect on possible actions in \

response to the “infodemic”. Here we suggest some possible responses, such as:

It is very important to listen to LGBTQIA+ groups, identify their informa-
tion needs and co-create communication products that respond to their
priorities, as well as to hate speech and various violence experienced .
As has already been done by the institutions, it is necessary to work with
the local media and promote training on gender and LGBTQIA+ issues to
promote dialogue around social risks and stigmas with information con-
textualized to the specificities of the communities. In view of this, we
brought some indications:

Collective TIBIRA - First social media in Brazil idealized by LGBTQIA+

indigenous people. It seeks to foster a space for exchanges of experiences

SOURCES:

and information on the demands of LGBTQIA+ indigenous peoples in view
of the invisibility of the theme in Brazil.

Collective manifesto Coloring life in defense of the territories that was read
at the Terra Livre camp in 2022 during the First LGBTQIA+ Plenary and brings
reflections on the diversity of indigenous LGBTQIA+ demands and lives.
Fiocruz Pro-Gender and Race Equity Committee that seeks to address
ethnic-racial and gender issues through debates, actions and production of
materials and campaigns. In the context of the pandemic, it carried out
cycles of debates on the impacts of COVID-19 and the plurality of the

Brazilian people and their demands.

* UOL News - Homophobia in Brazil: crime increases 20% in one year

® Brazilian Security Forum - The Victimization of Women in Brazil - 3rd edition 2021

® Brazilian Security Forum - Anudrio Brasileiro de Seguranca Publica 2021



https://www.instagram.com/indigenaslgbtq/
https://apiboficial.org/files/2022/04/Colorindo.pdf
https://portal.fiocruz.br/comite-pro-equidade-composicao-e-coordenacao-colegiada
https://forumseguranca.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/anuario-15-completo-v7-251021.pdf
https://forumseguranca.org.br/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/relatorio-visivel-e-invisivel-3ed-2021-v3.pdf
https://www.uol.com.br/universa/noticias/redacao/2021/07/15/lgbtfobia-cresce-20-no-brasil-numero-ainda-e-subnotificado-diz-advogada.htm?msclkid=2b0151aed15211ecb3d941501bdafefd

