
Why is this important?
Among the 235 collected rumors during August, 
there are 152 rumors have the theme of the COVID-19 
vaccine, which means more than 60% of the rumors 
are linked to the vaccine. Most of the rumors, directly 
and indirectly, stated that the COVID-19 vaccine is 
unsafe, and harms your body. Some of them claim 
that the vaccine causes death, and some other 
rumors state that the vaccine has risky side effects. 

These types of rumors on social media have a huge 
impact on the intention of getting vaccinations 
among the Iraqi communities and this is one of the 
reasons why the vaccination process has been 
slowed down recently and there are thousands of 
confirmed cases every month all other the country. 

The scale of fear that these rumors circulate is 
noticeable among the Iraqi communities, using 
horrific images and as well through the content, 
which is suggesting a broader range of 
immunization concerns, claiming that the COVID-19 
vaccine causes death, blood clots, and other 
diseases. 

These rumors feed vaccine hesitancy among people 
which makes them think that the vaccines are not 
safe and will negatively influence vaccine 
acceptance, as mistrust and suspicion around the 
vaccine remain concerning. This is a clear indicator 
of the low vaccination rate in the country which is 
19.4% until the end of August 2022.

Ministry of Health in the Kurdistan Region must 
be proactive in announcing a national 
campaign that aims at encouraging 
community members about vaccine uptake 
and increasing vaccination rates. 

Highlighting vaccine safety; it's important to 
explain that like other vaccines, the COVID-19 
vaccines can cause side effects, but not 
everyone gets them. Most side effects are mild 
and should not last longer than a week. Also, the 
COVID-19 vaccines go through a rigorous, 
multi-stage testing process, including large 
clinical trials that are specifically designed to 
identify any safety concerns.

Humanitarian actors should collaborate with 
local and individual social media platforms that 
the community trusts and create dialogue via 
social media posters, short awareness videos, 
etc. 

Humanitarian partners should provide people 
with information on how to access vaccines 
and the vaccination process. Also, they should 
encourage people to receive information from 
trustworthy sources such as the Ministry of 
Health and WHO. 

Targeting vulnerable groups or communities 
with low vaccination rates, such as IDPs and 
women: provide clarification of the expected 
side effects through outreach activities, 
particularly inside the IDP camps. 

What can we do 
as humanitarians 
and public health 
responders? 
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We welcome your feedback, questions, and suggestions. 

Please contact:

Sara Sofiwan  |  Project Manager 
ssofiwan@internews.org

“Take care of these vaccinations and make sure of their safety. 
My father, a while ago, took the vaccine and got sick, so he 
received an MRI, and he had new radiations in his body, so the 
doctor stopped the process and said we cannot take the X-rays. 
Take care of yourself, take care of yourself from these lies, 
especially in the current situation, in which the country has no 
owner.” 

“Some of the vaccine victims are athletes, and they died of heart 
problems. The vaccine is experimental and deadly.”

“Those who were vaccinated against Coronavirus are the least 
immune, and they got infected by the virus again and again.”

“I heard that taking the vaccine causes death two years after the 
vaccination.”


